
Dedham Public Schools Curran Early Childhood Education Center 
Introduces New First Friday Forums 

 
 
The Dedham Public Schools new, state-of-the-art Thomas J. Curran Early Childhood Education 
Center is introducing a new First Friday Forums program, inviting prospective school families and 
Dedham residents to visit and learn more about the new facility.   The new ECEC, opened in 
February 2019, has already been garnering significant attention from local and regional school 
districts as a model of early childhood education in the future.  This new First Friday Forums 
program, which will begin in October, will create opportunities for families of potential students 
aged 0-4 years old, to come visit the ECEC, see the school in action and learn more about the 
ECEC experience. 
 
“We are very proud of our new facility and the wonderful ways in which we have been able to take 
our child-centered learning model to new levels of collaboration and interactivity in the space,” 
said Kimberly Taylor, principal of Dedham ECEC.  “New spaces like our Discovery room which is a 
combination art room, library and makerspace, make the ECEC a truly hands-on experience for 
our youngest learners, and we want to proudly showcase this amazing program for new families 
and our community.” 
 
The ECEC First Friday Forums will be informational in nature and will include a presentation of 
key components of our educational community, a tour of the facility, and a question and answer 
session with Principal Taylor and various members of the ECEC staff.  No formal student 
registrations will take place at these events. 
 
Advanced sign-up for the ECEC First Friday Forums is required, as the groups will be limited to 
20 visitors.   Prospective new student families, as well as Dedham residents interested in viewing 
the space, are invited to join a tour on the following dates during this school year: 
 

● Friday, October 4, 2019 (1:30pm-2:30pm) 
● Friday, November 1, 2019  (9:30am-10:30am) 
● Friday, December 6, 2019  (1:30pm-2:30pm) 
● Friday, January 10, 2020  (9:30am-10:30am) 
● Friday, February 7, 2020  (1:30p2:30pm) 
● Friday, March 6, 2020  (9:30am-10:30am) 
● Friday, April 3, 2020  (1:30pm-2;30pm) 
● Friday, May 1, 2020  (9:30am-10:30am) 

 
 
For new families interested in preschool at ECEC, please note because of the limited number of 
preschool seats available, an annual lottery must be conducted to equitably allocate them.  
Preschool applications are accepted throughout the month of November (for the 2020/2021 school 
year) and the annual Pre-K lottery occurs during the first week of December. 
 
For our new Kindergarten families: All children residing in Dedham who turn five years old on or 
before September 1 of the school year in consideration are eligible to attend ECEC kindergarten. 
All ECEC kindergartens are now full-day sessions and are tuition free.  Kindergarten registration 
opens at the beginning of January 2020 for the 2020/2021 school year. 
 
If you are interested in attending one of the ECEC First Friday Forums please reach out 
to Mrs. Carmel Kerrigan, in the ECEC main office (781-310-8000), to sign up for your 
preferred date or to learn more. 


